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SUBJECT: MILITARY SALES TO SOMALIA 

REF: A) TEHRAN 04986, B) STATE 130814 

1. 

YOU SHOULD CONFIRM TO THE SHAH THAT IT IS THE U.S. POSITION 
THAT SOMALIA SHOULD REFRAIN FROM PROVIDING MILITARY SUPPORT 
TO THE OGADENI INSURGENTS, MAKING THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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A. THIS EXPECTATION IS IMPLICIT IN SOMALIA'S ASSURANCES TO 

US THAT SOMALIA WILL NOT USE FORCE AGAINST ANY OTHER COUNTRY 
AND THAT ARMS SOLD OR GIVEN TO SOMALIA (NOT JUST FROM THE 
U.S.) WILL NOT BE USED AGAINST ANY OTHER COUNTRY; 

B. THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT HAS EXPLICITLY ASSURED US THAT IT 
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IS NOT PROVIDING MILITARY SUPPORT TO THE OGADENI INSUR- 
GENTS; THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT HAS FURTHER INSISTED THAT ITS 
OWN CURRENT MILITARY SUPPLY SITUATION WOULD PREVENT IT FROM 
ASSISTING THE INSURGENTS, AND HAS SAID THAT THE INSURGENTS 
ARE IN ANY EVENT SO WELL SUPPLIED FROM THEIR OWN STOCKS 
AND FROM RAIDS ON THE ETHIOPIANS THAT THEY DO NOT NEED 
EXTERNAL SUPPORT; 

C. IN THE FACE OF THESE STATEMENTS, WE COULD ONLY REGARD 

CONTINUED SOMALI MILITARY SUPPORT TO THE INSURGENTS AS 
EVIDENCE OF CONTINUED SOMALI PURSUIT OF THE POLICY OF 
ALTERATION OF BOUNDARIES BY FORCE WHICH LED TO THE OGADEN 
CONFLICT OF 1977-78; 

D. CONTINUED SOMALI ASSISTANCE TO INSURGENT ACTIVITIES 
ALSO PROVIDES THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS WITH A FURTHER EX- 
CUSE TO REMAIN IN ETHIOPIA, AND MAY PROVOKE THE VERY 
ACTIONS WHICH SIAD HAS SAID HE FEARS, NAMELY REPRISALS 
AGAINST INNOCENT PEOPLE IN THE OGADEN AND ATTACKS AGAINST 
THE TERRITORY OF THE SOMALI REPUBLIC ITSELF. 

E. FINALLY, OUR OVERALL STRATEGY OF DETERRENCE TO SOVIET/ 
CUBAN ADVANCES IN AFRICA, WHICH REQUIRES THE ACCEPTANCE OF 
OTHER AFRICAN STATES, WILL BE UNDERMINED IF OUR RELATION- 
SHIP WITH SOMALIA IS PERCEIVED AS SUPPORTING AN AGGRESSOR 
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STATE PURSUING IRREDENTIST AIMS CONTRARY TO THE AFRICAN 
PRINCIPLE OF THE INTEGRITY OF INHERITED BOUNDARIES. 

F. WE HOPE THAT THE SHAH CAN ACCEPT THE LOGIC OF OUR 

POSITION, AND ON THIS BASIS WILL BE WILLING TO URGE 
SIAD TO REFRAIN FROM MILITARY SUPPORT TO THE 

INSURGENTS. 

2. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE SHAH IS VERY LIKELY TO REGARD 
THIS CLARIFICATION OF U.S. POSITION AS FALLING IN THE 
QUOTE UNREALISTIC UNQUOTE CATEGORY PER REF A. 

HOWEVER, THE DISTINCTION WHICH THE SHAH SUGGESTS, 

I.E., NO REGULAR TROOPS BUT SOME NON-US ARMS, IS A 
FORMULA WHICH WE CANNOT, AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE OR 
POLITICS, ACCEPT. WE ARE, MOREOVER, CONFRONTED WITH 
THE FLAT CONTRADICTION BETWEEN WHAT SIAD TELLS US HE 
IS NOT DOING AND WHAT WE CONSIDER TO BE STRONG EVIDENCE 
OF WHAT HE IS DOING. IF SIAD DECLINES, FOLLOWING 
RECEIPT OF THIS CLARIFICATION, TO MAKE THE REQUESTED 
DEMARCHE, WE WOULD HOPE, AT A MINIMUM, THAT YOU WILL 
BE ABLE TO GAIN SOME UNDERSTANDING ON HIS PART OF 
OUR POSITION. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: MILITARY SALES 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 35943 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RWBAKER:SM X20857 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780224-1235 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978051 0/aaaaaiov. tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b42a4693-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 TEHRAN 4986, 78 STATE 130814 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2509698 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MILITARY SALES TO SOMALIA 
TAGS: MASS, SO, US 
To: TEHRAN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b42a4693-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



